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On Jan. 15, Nicaraguan State Security police arrested four opposition leaders: Alberto Saborio,
president of the Nicaraguan Bar Association; Mario Rappaccioli, head of the largest faction of
the Conservative Party; Julio Cesar Icaza Tigerno, a legal adviser to the Conservative Party; and,
Duilio Baltodano of the Social Christian Party. For two days in Guatemala, the six directors of
the contra umbrella organization, the Nicaraguan Resistance, met with 11 opposition leaders.
One of the contra directors, Aristides Sanchez, in a telephone interview with the Washington
Post (01/17/88) in Miami, said they discussed an opposition proposal for three-way peace talks
including the government, the domestic opposition and the contras. According to an Interior
Ministry communique released on Jan. 14, another seven persons were on its arrest list. The 11 are
affiliated with the Democratic Coordinator, a coalition of conservative political parties, labor unions
and business groups. More moderate opposition leaders condemned their decision to meet with
the contras. At least one of the four, Rapaccioli, was released on the same day, and then arrested
again later. The Nicaraguan Interior Ministry published a statement in Barricada charging that
the meeting's objective was to form a "united front" between the armed and unarmed political
opposition. This front, said the statement, would undertake "terrorist, conspiratorial actions, taking
advantage of the political freedom the government has extended under the terms of the peace
accord." During the course of the weekend, the police arrested another three opposition leaders.
Jan. 18: The seven opposition leaders arrested since Jan. 15 were released. The Interior Ministry,
which controls the state security police, said in a communique that the opposition leaders agreed
"to abstain from holding illegal meetings and to limit themselves to civic political activities." The
Ministry also reported that two unidentified Americans and contra military chief Enrique Bermudez
also attended the meeting in Guatemala. The opposition leaders told reporters after their release
that they were not harmed by police during questioning. They said the top four contra leaders had
invited them to sign a joint statement criticizing the Nicaraguan government, but they declined. In
its communique, the Ministry said five other opposition activists who remain outside the country are
still wanted for questioning. Rapaccioli said, "The government thought we had signed an agreement
with the contras, but now I think they realize that it is not true. That idea was proposed by the
contras, but it was not accepted." Jan. 19: After detaining five more opposition leaders, the security
police interrogated them for an average seven hours each, and then released them. Among those
arrested were Myriam Arguello, a Conservative Party leader; Nicolas Bolanos Geyer, opposition
businessperson, and Pedro Joaquin Chamorro, editor of La Prensa. (Various reports, AP, New York
Times, Washington Post)
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